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MISTLETOE AND THE GOLDEN BOUGH       NOTES

Perhaps
Virgil
confused
the two
species.

common mistletoe.' But is it not possible that Virgil, whether con-
sciously or unconsciously, confused the two plants and combined
traits from both in his description ? Both parasites are common
in Italy and in appearance they are much alike except for the
colour of the berries. As a loving observer of nature, Virgil was
probably familiar by sight with both, but he may not have examined
them closely; and he might be excused if he thought that the
parasite which he saw growing, with its clusters of bright yellow
berries, on oaks in winter, was identical with the similar parasite
which he saw growing, with its bunches of greenish white
berries and its pale green leaves, on many other trees of the
forest. The confusion would be all the more natural if the Celts
of northern Italy, in whose country the poet was born, resembled
the modern Celts of Brittany in attaching bunches of the common
mistletoe to their cottages and leaving them there till the revolving
months had tinged the pale berries, leaves, and twigs with a golden
yellow, thereby converting the branch of mistletoe into a true
Golden Bough.

leaf buds ;   the fact that   Viscum has      winter the Loranthns growing on the

adult leaves at the time, while Lor-
ant hits has not, does not really affect
the matter." However, Mr. Paton
tells us, as we have just seen, that in

oaks of Mount Athos has no leaves,
though its yellow berries are very
conspicuous.